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In this, the sequel to his critically acclaimed and controversial The End
of Homework, John Buell extends his case against homework. Arguing
that homework robs children-and parents-of unstructured time for
play and intellectual and emotional development, Closing the Book on
Homework offers a convincing case for why homework is an outgrowth
of broader cultural anxieties about the sanctity of work itself. After the
publication of Buell's previous book, many professional educators
portrayed reducing homework as a dangerous idea, while at the same
time parents and teachers incre
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Current demographic trends raise new questions, challenges and
controversies. Comparing demographic trends in Europe and the
NAME-region (North Africa and the Middle East), this book
demonstrates how population change interacts with changing economic
landscapes, social distinctions and political realities. A variety of drivers
contribute to demographic change in the various regions and countries
considered, such as family policies, economic realities, the impact of
educational differentials and the attitudes towards marriage. On the
macro-level the new trends are restructuring the age composi
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