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In a majority of knowledge-intensive technologies, empirical studies
show characteristic double boom patterns of research activities. After
an initial increase of efforts, research activities drop, only to rise again
after a certain period. As a reason for this interim weakening the
literature presumes a temporary disillusionment among economic
actors. The present work questions this assumption. Instead, it is
argued that a general purpose technology is replacing its techno-
economic predecessor.
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Filling a gap in the literature, this crucial publication on the renowned
Lifshitz-Slezov-Wagner Theory of first-order phase transitions is
authored by one of the scientists who gave it its name. Prof Slezov
spent decades analyzing this topic and obtained a number of results
that form the cornerstone of this rapidly developing branch of science.
Following an analysis of unresolved problems together with proposed
solutions, the book develops a theoretical description of the overall
course of first-order phase transformations, starting from the
nucleation state right up to the late stages of



