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This book, 'Zero!' by Masatake Okumiya and Jiro Horikoshi with Martin
Caidin, provides a detailed account of the Japanese Zero fighter aircraft
and its role in World War II. It explores the technical superiority and
combat effectiveness of the Zero in the early stages of the Pacific War,
highlighting the strategic and tactical successes of the Japanese
military. The authors delve into the reasons behind Japan's initial
dominance and subsequent failures, emphasizing the lack of
understanding of total war and technological advancement compared
to the Allies. The book is aimed at readers interested in military history
and aviation, offering insights into the operational challenges and
strategic decisions faced by both the Japanese and Allied forces during
the war.
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This book critically explores indigenous sub-Saharan African agrarian
thought. Indigenous African agrarian philosophy is an uncharted and
largely overlooked area of study in the burgeoning fields of African
philosophy and philosophy of nature. The book shows that wherever
human beings have lived, they have been preoccupied with exploring
ways to ensure the sustainable management of limited resources at
their disposal, to attain to their basic needs: food, shelter, and security.
The book also shows that agriculture and the way people relate with
nature are an essential, but generally neglected, determinant of the
emergence and orientation of all philosophical traditions. In traditional,
pre-colonial African culture, it was difficult to separate agriculture from
African relational ontology. Agriculture and the use of natural resources
were at the centre of community life and influenced the social, political,
economic, and spiritual worldviews of the people. In their contact with
nature through agriculture, different beliefs, knowledge systems,
norms, moral outlooks, cultural practices and institutions emerged and
have been valorized to guide societies on how to sustainably manage
the environment. As a way of life, then, agriculture was deeply



connected with indigenous beliefs, values, and practices which
transcended a wide range of issues related to ecological ethics, food
ethics, religion, traditional medicine, political economy, social
organisation, biological reproduction and species survival, indigenous
knowledge, and property rights. This book will thus be a valuable
resource for policy makers and researchers in diverse fields such as
philosophy, geography, sociology, anthropology, and development
studies.


