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In his famous theses on the philosophy of history, Benjamin writes: “We
have been endowed with a weak messianic power to which the past has
a claim.” This claim addresses us not just from the past but from what
will have belonged to it only as a missed possibility and unrealized
potential. For Benajmin, as for Celan and Derrida, what has never been
actualized remains with us, not as a lingering echo but as a secretly
insistent appeal. Because such appeals do not pass through normal
channels of communication, they require a special attunement, perhaps
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even a mode of unconscious receptivity. Levine examines the ways in
which this attunement is cultivated in Benjamin’s philosophical,
autobiographical, and photohistorical writings; Celan’s poetry and
poetological addresses; and Derrida’s writings on Celan.
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Sommario/riassunto This issue of the Ceramic Engineering and Science Proceedings is one
of nine issues published based on content presented in January 2012,
during the 36th International Conference on Advanced Ceramics and
Composites (ICACC). It features papers from two popular symposia held
during the ICACC meeting: Next-Generation Bioceramics explores new
research into ceramic materials designed to support and enhance the
treatment of dental and medical disorders; Porous Ceramics: Novel
Developments and Applications examines some of the latest advances
and innovations in processing methods and



