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Whilst inkjet technology is well-established on home and small office
desktops and is now having increasing impact in commercial printing,



it can also be used to deposit materials other than ink as individual
droplets at a microscopic scale. This allows metals, ceramics, polymers
and biological materials (including living cells) to be patterned on to
substrates under precise digital control. This approach offers huge
potential advantages for manufacturing, since inkjet methods can be
used to generate structures and functions which cannot be attained in
other ways. Beginning with an ov



