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When Wittig first developed and described phosphorus ylides, nobody
could have imagined how useful and versatile this class of compounds
could be. This book provides a comprehensive and up-to-date
compilation of the chemistry and applications of phosphorus ylides in
organic synthesis. The ylides are discussed as reagents in the synthesis
of a broad range of substances, amongst them olefins, acetylenes,
cyclic and heterocyclic compounds, in such naturally occurring
compounds as pheromones, steroids and carotenoids, and
pharmaceutically and biologically active compounds such as antibiotics
and p


