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Inspired by the pace of change in the taxonomy of the aerobic
endospore-forming bacteria, the ""Bacillus 2000"" symposium on which
this book is based was held in Bruges, Belgium, in August 2000, and
was supported by the Federation of European Microbiological Societies,
the Belgian Society for Microbiology, and several commercial sponsors.
Bringing taxonomists interested in Bacillus and its relatives together
with people who work with these organisms in medicine, agriculture,
and industry, allowed those attending to appreciate the overlaps and
interactions of their areas of expertise, in the ab



