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James Van Cleve here shows why Thomas Reid (1710-96) deserves a
place alongside the other canonical figures of modern philosophy. He
expounds Reid's positions and arguments on a wide range of topics,
taking interpretive stands on points where his meaning is disputed and
assessing the value of his contributions to issues philosophers are
discussing today. Among the topics Van Cleve explores are Reid's
account of perception and its relation to sensation, conception, and
belief; his nativist account of the origin of the concepts of space and
power; his attempt to clear the way for the belief that


