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While not evident immediately, social norms and values play a crucial
role in the theory of social choice. In the first half of the twentieth
century, the special acknowledgement by economic theory of the
autonomy of individuals and their subjective view of the world had led
to the serious problem that socially acceptable decisions could not be



made in the absence of unanimity. In this work, social norms and
values are reintroduced to overcome this shortcoming by applying a
common standard and, thus, making individual preferences
comparable. In particular, it is shown, how the adoption of thes



