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As Nathan Huggins once stated, altering American history to account
fully for the nation's black voices would change the tone and
meaning--the frame and the substance--of the entire story. Rather
than a sort of Pilgrim's Progress tale of bold ascent and triumph,
American history with the black parts told in full would be transmuted
into an existential tragedy, closer, Huggins said, to Sartre's No Exit than
to the vision of life in Bunyan. The relation between memory and
history has received increasing attention both from historians and from
literary critics. In this volume, a group of leading


