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The rate of women entering prison has increased nearly 400 percent
since 1980, with African American women constituting the largest
percentage of this population. However, despite their extremely
disproportional representation in correctional institutions, little
attention has been paid to their experiences within the criminal justice
system. Inner Lives provides readers the rare opportunity to intimately
connect with African American women prisoners. By presenting the
women's stories in their own voices, Paula C. Johnson captures the
reality of those who are in the system, and those who are w


