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What role did classical rhetoric play in the writing of the New
Testament? What role does classical and modern rhetoric play in
interpreting the New Testament today? What role should classical and
modern rhetoric play in New Testament interpretation? These and
related questions are asked in this collection of over twenty essays
originally delivered as papers at the 1992 Heidelberg Conference on
Rhetorical Criticism of Biblical Documents. This conference, the first of
several scheduled to address fundamental rhetorical issues of
increasing importance in New Testament study, drew scholars from t


