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How did ordinary people experience Japan's modern transformation?
What role did people in local areas play in the making of modern Japan?
How do studies of local politics help explain national events?The
dominant account of modern Japanese history focuses on the nation-
building that brought Japan into the modern world. After centuries of
isolation, American warships forced Japan to open its doors to the West
and a group of tough new leaders transformed the country into one of
the great military and economic powers of the world. But different
perspectives need to be examined. Alternativ
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