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From play to play community : the early years of the Mummers parade
-- Expanding the play community : the contemporary parade -- Blacks,
women, and the "new" immigrants : the Mummers and diversity --
"Going up the street" : the experience of the parade -- Rituals and the
play community -- Family, club, and neighborhood -- The experience
of play -- The Mummers past and future.

Every New Year's Day since 1901, the Philadelphia Mummers have
presented a spectacular show of shows that raucously snakes and
shimmies its way through city streets. The Mummers Parade features
music, dance, comedy, and mime, along with dazzling costumes and
floats. Although the lavish event is now televised to a wide audience, it
is still rooted in the same neighborhoods where it began. This book
explores the community created and annually reaffirmed by the
Philadelphia Mummers.



