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Part |. Staging the political -- The global performance state: a
reconsideration of the Central Asian "weak state" / John Heathershaw
-- Dialogic authority: kazakh Aitys poets and their patrons / Eva-Marie
Dubuisson -- Performing democracy: state-making through patronage
in Kyrgyzstan / Aksana Ismailbekova -- "There is this law . . ."
performing the state in the Kyrgyz courts of elders / Judith Beyer --
Part 1l. Political materials, political fantasies -- The master plan of
Astana: between the "art of government" and the "art of being global" /
Alima Bissenova -- State building(s): built forms, materiality, and the
state in Astana / Mateusz Laszczkowski -- The bulldozer state:
Chinese socialist development in Xinjiang / lldiko Beller-Hann -- The
time of the border: contingency, conflict, and popular statism at the
Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan boundary / Madeleine Reeves -- Part Ill. Moral
positionings -- Reclaiming Ma'naviyat: morality, criminality, and
dissident politics in Uzbekistan / Sarah Kendzior -- The reshaping of
cities and citizens in Uzbekistan: the case of Namangan's "new Uzbeks"
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/ Tommaso Trevisani -- Massacre through a kaleidoscope: fragmented
moral imaginaries of the state in Central Asia / Morgan Liu -- Cold War
memories and post-Cold War realities: the politics of memory and
identity in the everyday life of Kazakhstan's radiation victims / Cynthia
Werner and Kathleen Purvis-Roberts.

With fresh and provocative insights into the everyday reality of politics
in post-Soviet Central Asia, this volume moves beyond commonplaces
about strong and weak states to ask critical questions about how
democracy, authority, and justice are understood in this important
region. In conversation with current theories of state power, the
contributions draw on extensive ethnographic research in settings that
range from the local to the transnational, the mundane to the
spectacular, to provide a unigue perspective on how politics is
performed in everyday life.
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Frontmatter 1 Contents 5 In the radius of borders-and beyond 7

The border as research space 13 Borders, authoritarian regimes, and
migration in Kurdistan 27 U.S. immigration enforcement policies,



Sommario/riassunto

health care utilization, and community health 65 Lessons learned
between Ebola and COVID-19 87 Particular to time and space 105
Imaginaries of sovereignty 123 A Border on the move 139
Contributors 159

Migration is not a state of emergency, but a basic existential
experience of humanity. It shapes contemporary societies by
challenging established orders, creating transnational spaces beyond
national hegemonies, creating new economies, influencing urban and
communal ways of life, making inequality and precariousness visible
locally and globally. Migration research as a social science does not
narrow the focus to 'the migrants’, but investigates the conditions for
living together and shaping life between ethnicization and

pluralization, discrimination and empowerment, division and
participation. The Yearbook Migration and Society repeatedly turns the
prism of narrative anew. The 2020/2021 edition focuses on the topic
"Beyond Borders".

»Durch die Berucksichtigung transnationaler Perspektiven werden
Raume aufgezeigt, die nationale Hegemonien uberschreiten und somit
auch den Raum fur Handlungsmoglichkeiten erweitern.« merz, 64/5
(2020)



