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Interweaving the human aspects of river control with analysis of hydro-
physical data, including historical data over the last few centuries, this
monograph is a comprehensive evaluation of the Damodar’s lower
reaches. While the Damodar River isn’t an exceptional tropical river, nor
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does it feature classic examples of river control structures, it is unusual
and worthy of study due to the fact that nowhere else in the tropical
world have riverine sandbars been used as a resource base as well as
for permanent settlements. Based on their knowledge of river stages,
the inhabitants have fine-tuned their land use to flood events, applying
a concept of flood zoning to the riverbed. Every available space has
been utilized rationally and judiciously. This rare human-environmental
study analyzes the remarkable way in which immigrants unfamiliar with
the riverine environment have adapted to the altered hydrologic regime
of the river. In doing so they have demonstrated a sophisticated
understanding of the flood regime and the vagaries of an unpromising
environment in their land use, cropping and settlement patterns.
Spurred on by restricted social and economic mobility and sometimes
political constraints, these self-settled refugees have learned to adapt
to their environment and live with the floods. Bhattacharyya’s text is
particularly timely, as anthropogenic processes of this kind have not
been adequately studied by geographers. "Bhattacharyya's superb study
describes and analyzes the interrelationship of geomorphic setting,
resource base, perceived environment and social space as well as the
role of legal structures, economic geography and infrastructure in
accounting for the way society has adapted to, altered and utilized a
once natural dynamic environment. Through historical reconstruction
of the riverine scene along with marshalling of data on river behavior
and social change, including the presentation of detailed studies of
settlements within the alluvial bottomland brought to life with excellent
maps, the author makes clear how people, ranging from refugees to
local settlers have transformed the landscape driven by diverse cultural,
economic, religious, and political forces. The author's description of the
sophisticated way in which environment, social status, and culture are
interwoven in the distribution of crops and associated microtopography
is masterful". (Prof. M. Gordon Wolman, Department of Geography and
Environmental Engineering, The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore,
MD, USA).


