
UNINA99108282810033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Sacred Ritual : A Study of the West Semitic Ritual Calendars in Leviticus
23 and the Akkadian Text Emar 446 / / Bryan C. Babcock

Pubbl/distr/stampa Winona Lake, Indiana : , : Eisenbrauns, , 2014
©2014

ISBN 1-57506-877-X

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (287 p.)

Collana Bulletin for Biblical Research Supplement ; ; 9

Disciplina 222/.13067

Soggetti Fasts and feasts - Judaism
Fasts and feasts in the Bible
Assyro-Babylonian literature
Assyro-Babylonian literature - Syria - Emar (Extinct city) - History and
criticism
Fasts and feasts - Judaism - History
History
Criticism, interpretation, etc.
Livres electroniques.
Syria Emar (Extinct city)

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Note generali TRAITEMENT SOMMAIRE.
Titre de l'ecran-titre (visionne le 21 juillet 2015).

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references and indexes.

Sommario/riassunto

Front matter -- Bulletin for Biblical Research Supplements -- Contents
-- List of Tables -- Preface, Dedication, and Acknowledgments --
Abbreviations -- 1. Introduction -- 2. Overview of Research -- 3.
Leviticus 23 -- 4. Emar 446: A Multimonth Ritual Calendar -- 5.
Leviticus 23 in the Context of Emar 446 -- 6. Conclusion --
Bibliography -- Indexes
Israelite festival calendar texts (Exod 23; 34; Lev 23; Num 28–29; Deut
16; and Ezek 45) share many features; however, there are also
differences. Some of the most-often-cited differences are the
following: festival dates, festival locations, date of the New Year,
festival timing, and festival names. Scholars have explored these
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distinctions, and many have concluded that different sources
(authors/redactors) wrote the various calendars at different times in
Israelite history. Scholars use these dissimilarities to argue that Lev 23
was written in the exilic or postexilic era. Babcock offers a new
translation and analysis of a second-millennium B.C. multimonth ritual
calendar text from Emar (Emar 446) to challenge the late dating of Lev
23. Babcock argues that Lev 23 preserves an early (2nd-millennium)
West Semitic ritual tradition. Building on the recent work of Klingbeil
and Sparks, this book presents a new comparative methodology for
exploring potential textual relationships. Babcock investigates the
attributes of sacred ritual through the lens of sacred time, sacred space
and movement, sacred objects, ritual participants, and ritual sound.
The author begins with a study of ancient Near Eastern festival texts
from the 3rd millennium through the 1st millennium. This analysis
focuses on festival cycles, common festival attributes, and the role of
time and space in ritual. Babcock then moves on to an intertextual
study of biblical festival texts before completing a thorough
investigation of both Lev 23 and Emar 446. The result is a compelling
argument that Lev 23 preserves an early West Semitic festival tradition
and does not date to the exilic era—refuting the scholarly consensus.
This illuminating reading stands as a model for future research in the
field of ritual and comparative textual studies.


