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The present volume examines the ways in which linguistic traits may
change in a contact situation. It contains an encyclopaedic introduction,
which sets out a general theory of contact-induced change, and twelve
subsequent chapters, which analyse the effects of language contact on
grammatical systems in a variety of languages belonging to different
geographical areas and diverse types. - ;Languages can be similar in
many ways - they can resemble each other in categories, constructions
and meanings, and in the actual forms used to express these. A shared
feature may be based on common genetic o


