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On New Year's Eve 2001, fourteen youngsters were killed and more



than two hundred got injured by a fire in a bar in the municipality of
Volendam in the Netherlands.After this tragic event, the Dutch
government intensified the administrative law enforcement of the fire
safety regulation, especially in the catering industry. From an economic
and social perspective important questions can be raised on this
response to the 'Volendam disaster'.Are the costs and benefits of
enforcement properly balanced? What effects on compliance can be
expected from administrative law enforcement? Is private enfor



