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In the 1990s, thousands of non-Jewish Latinos arrived in Israel as
undocumented immigrants. Based on his fieldwork in South America
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and Israel, Barak Kalir follows these workers from their decision to
migrate to their experiences finding work, establishing social clubs and
evangelical Christian churches, and putting down roots in Israeli
society. While the State of Israel rejected the presence of non-Jewish
migrants, many citizens accepted them. Latinos grew to favor cultural
assimilation to Israeli society. In 2005, after a large-scale deportation
campaign that drew criticism from many quarters, Israel made the
historic decision to legalize the status of some undocumented migrant
families on the basis of their cultural assimilation and identification
with the State. By doing so, the author maintains, Israel recognized the
importance of practical belonging for understanding citizenship and
national identity.


