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The issue of prisoners in war is a highly timely topic that has received
much attention from both scholars and practitioners since the start of
the military operations in Afghanistan and Iraq and the ensuing legal
and political problems concerning detainees in those conflicts. This
book analyses these contemporary problems and challenges against
the background of their historical development. It provides a
multidisciplinary yet highly coherent perspective on the historical
trajectory of legal and ethical norms in this field by integrating the
historical analysis of war with a study of the emerging
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