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Can the Balkans ever become a peaceful peninsula like that of
Scandinavia? With enlightened backing, can it ever make common cause
with the rest of Europe rather than being an arena of periodic conflicts,
political misrule, and economic misery?In the last years of the twentieth
century, Western states watched with alarm as a wave of conflicts swept
over much of the Balkans. Ethno-nationalist disputes, often stoked by
unprincipled leaders, plunged Yugoslavia into bloody warfare. Romania,
Bulgaria and Albania struggled to find stability as they reeled from the
collapse of the communist
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