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""The UN was not created to take mankind to heaven, but to save
humanity from hell."" --Dag Hammarskjold, United Nations Secretary-
General 1953-1961 The turn of the 21st century was an objective low
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point in the history of human health: AIDS was scourging Africa,
millions of women died each year in child birth, and billions suffered
under malnourishment and poverty. In response, the United Nations
launched its Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), an ambitious
charter that since 2000 has measurably reduced the worldwide burdens
of poverty, hunger, and disease. With the MDGs set to expire in 201


