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Islam's relationship to liberal-democratic politics has emerged as one
of the most pressing and contentious issues in international affairs.
Nader Hashemi challenges the widely held belief among social
scientists that religious politics and liberal-democratic development are
structurally incompatible. While there are certainly tensions between
religion and democracy, the two are not irreconcilable.   Liberal
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democracy requires a form of secularism to sustain itself, yet the main,
political, cultural and intellectual resources that Muslim democrats can
draw upon are religious. How can this para


