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Restorative Justice in Prisons was launched at Brixton Prison in 2006.
Prison as an institution is sometimes taken to represent the opposite of
restorative justice. The culture of prisons includes coercion, highly
structured and controlled regimes, banishment achieved through
physical separation, and blame and punishment - whereas restorative
justice values empowerment, voluntarism, respect, and treating people
as individuals.Recent developments in some prisons demonstrate a far
more welcoming environment for restorative work. Examples such as
reaching out to victims of crime, providing prisoners with a range of
opportunities to make amends and experimenting with mediation in
response to conflicts within prisons show that it is possible to
implement restorative justice principles in everyday prison activities.
Guided by restorative justice, prisons can become places of healing and
personal transformation, serving the community as well as those
directly affected by crime: victims and offenders. This new book
advocates the further expansion of restorative justice in prisons.
Building on a widespread interest in the concept and its potential, the
authors have produced a guide to enable prisons and the practitioners
who work in and with them to translate the theory into action.


