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This book is a systematic attempt to address the issue of fossilization
in relation to a fundamental question in second language acquisition
research, which is: why are learners, adults in particular, unable to
develop the level of competence they have aspired to in spite of
continuous and sustained exposure to the target language, adequate
motivation to learn, and sufficient opportunity to practice?
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This volume advances our understanding of two highly debated aspects
of grammaticalization: its relation to (inter)subjectification and its
directionality. These aspects are studied with respect to such
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phenomena as auxiliaries, discourse markers, conjunctions,
prepositions and pronouns. Bringing together a wide range of
languages, the collection provides insight into the crucial dimensions
of grammaticalization research.


