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The Words of Mathematics explains the origins of over 1500
mathematical terms used in English. While other dictionaries of
mathematics define technical terms, this book concentrates on where
those terms came from and what their literal meanings are. The words
included here range from simple to advanced. This dictionary is easy
to use. Although some of the entries are highly technical, the book
explains them in plain English. The introduction gives an overview of
how the ancient language known as Indo-European developed into
Latin, Greek, French, and English, the languages from which most of
our mathematical vocabulary has been derived. Another section
discusses the many ways in which mathematicians have borrowed and
created their specialized vocabulary over the centuries. A glossary
explains historical and linguistic terms used throughout the book.
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Michael Strevens shows how simplicity can co-exist with the tangled
interconnections within complex systems. By looking at the foundations
of statistical reasoning about complex systems (gases, ecosystems and
even social systems) he provides an understanding of how simplicity
emerges from complexity.



