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For almost four hundred years, between the fall of Constantinople in



1453 and the Greek War of Independence, the history of Greece is
shrouded in mystery. What was life really like for the Greeks under
Ottoman rule? Was it a period of unremitting exploitation and
enslavement for the Greeks until they were finally able to rise up
against their Turkish overlords, as is the traditional, Greek nationalistic
view? Or did the Greeks derive some benefit from Turkish rule? How did
the Greeks and Turks co-exist for so long? And why are Greek attitudes
towards Venice, who also controlled much of Greece



