
UNINA99108269934033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Activism, inc : how the outsourcing of grassroots campaigns is
strangling progressive politics in America / / Dana R. Fisher

Pubbl/distr/stampa Stanford, Calif., : Stanford University Press, 2006

ISBN 0-8047-6778-5
1-4294-5679-5

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (165 p.)

Disciplina 322.40973

Soggetti Political participation - United States
Campaign management - Contracting out - United States
Political activists - United States
Social movements - United States

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Edizione [1st ed.]

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Bibliographic Level Mode of Issuance: Monograph

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references (p. 137-142) and index.

Sommario/riassunto

The man, the message, and the members : the 3Ms of politics in
America today -- Institutionalizing activism : the people's project --
Making a difference as a canvasser : jobs with a conscience --
Outsourcing activism : politics and the bottom line -- Laying sod vs.
cultivating the grass : a post-mortem on the 2004 election -- Where do
we go from here? the future of grassroots politics in America.
Activism, Inc. introduces America to an increasingly familiar political
actor: the canvasser. She's the twenty-something with the clipboard,
stopping you on the street or knocking on your door, the foot soldier of
political campaigns. Granted unprecedented access to the "People's
Project," an unknown yet influential organization driving left-leaning
grassroots politics, Dana Fisher tells the true story of outsourcing
politics in America. Like the major corporations that outsourced their
customer service to companies abroad, the grassroots campaigns of
national progressive movements—including Greenpeace, the Sierra
Club, Save the Children, and the Human Rights Campaign—have been
outsourced at different times to this single organization. During the
2004 presidential campaign, the Democratic Party followed a similar
outsourcing model for their canvassing. Fisher examines the history

Autore Fisher Dana <1971->

Materiale a stampa

Monografia



and rationale behind political outsourcing on the Left, weaving together
frank interviews with canvassers, high-ranking political officials across
the political spectrum, and People's Project management. She compares
all of this to the grassroots efforts on the Right, which remain firmly
grounded in communities and local politics. This book offers a chilling
review of the consequences of political outsourcing. Connecting local
people on the streets throughout America to the national organizations
and political campaigns that make up progressive politics, it shows
what happens to the passionate young activists outsourced to the
clients of Activism, Inc.


