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The notions of happiness and trust as cements of the social fabric and
political legitimacy have a long history in Western political thought.
However, despite the great contemporary relevance of both subjects,
and burgeoning literatures in the social sciences around them,
historians and historians of thought have, with some exceptions,

unduly neglected them. In Trust and Happiness in the History of
European Political Thought , editors L&szl6 Kontler and Mark Somos
bring together twenty scholars from different generations and

academic traditions to redress this lacuna by contextualising

historically the discussion of these two notions from ancient Greece to
Soviet Russia. Confronting this legacy and deep reservoir of thought
will serve as a tool of optimising the terms of current debates.
Contributors are: Erica Benner, Hans W. Blom, Niall Bond, Alberto
Clerici, Cesare Cuttica, John Dunn, Ralf-Peter Fuchs, Gabor Gangé,
Steven Johnstone, Laszlé Kontler, Sara Lagi, Adriana Luna-Fabritius,
Adrian O’Connor, Eva Odzuck, Kalman Pécza, Vladimir Ryzhkov, Peter
Schréder, Petra Schulte, Mark Somos, Alexey Tikhomirov, Bee Yun, and
Hannes Ziegler.



