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Using Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari's concept of the rhizome, Neil
Campbell shows how the West (or west-ness) continually breaks away
from a mainstream notion of American "rootedness" and renews and
transforms itself in various cultural forms. A region long traversed by
various transient peoples (from tribes and conquerors to immigrants,
traders, and trappers), the West reflects a mythic quest for settlement,
permanence, and synthesis-even notions of a national or global
identity-at odds with its rootless history, culture, and nature.
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