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Our understanding of human origins has been revolutionized by new
discoveries in the past two decades. In this book, three leading
paleoanthropologists and physical scientists illuminate, in friendly,
accessible language, the amazing findings behind the latest theories.
They describe new scientific and technical tools for dating, DNA
analysis, remote survey, and paleoenvironmental assessment that
enabled recent breakthroughs in research. They also explain the early
development of the modern human cortex, the evolution of symbolic
language and complex tools, and our strange cousins from Fl
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Genesis 11:1-9 interpreted in light of Mesopotamian sources / Arie van
der Kooij -- The twelve Minor Prophets and the Dead Sea Scrolls /
George J. Brooke -- La reconstruction du Temple selon la Septante de
Zacharie / Cecile Dogniez -- Die Textgeschichte der Konigsbucher und
ihre Konsequenzen fur die Textgeschichte der hebraischen Bibel,
illustriert am Beispiel von 2 Kon 23:1-3 / Adrian Schenker --
Beersheba Valley archaeology and its implications for the biblical record
/ Zeev Herzog -- Die Geschichte der Abrahamuberlieferung / Matthias
Kockert -- The Temple library of Jerusalem and the composition of the
book of Kings / Nadav Naaman -- Der reissende Wolf : Josua in
Uberlieferung und Geschichte / Ed Noort -- "God" in Old Testament
theology / Graham I. Davies -- Scribes inspires et ecrits celeste / Jean-
Marie Husser -- Rhyme and reason : the historical resume in Israelite
and early Jewish thought / Carol A Newsom -- Anciens et modernes
face au Cantique des cantiques : un impossible dialogue? / Jean-Marie
Auwers -- Biblical exegesis, cognitive linguistics, and hypertext /
Christo H.J. van der Merwe -- The manumission of hermeneutics : the
slave laws of the Pentateuch as a challenge to contemporary
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This volume presents all the main lectures of the XVIIIth Congress of
the International Organization for the Study of the Old Testament
(IOSOT) held in Leiden (August 2004). It is a very good sample of the
main trends and progress of current biblical research on textual
criticism (Qumran and Septuagint), biblical archaeology, literary
criticism (especially Pentateuch, Joshua, Kings), biblical themes
(especially in wisdom literature), as well as about the light thrown on
biblical exegesis by current cognitive linguistics. An appendix deals
with the connection between world Christianity and the study of the Old
Testament. The twenty authors are among the main international
figures of current biblical exegesis and their contributions are
representative of the study of the Old Testament at the beginning of
the third millenium.


