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In this provocative interpretation of New Deal diplomacy, Howard
Jablon challenges the view that the State Department was wiser and
more expert at international maneuver than was President Franklin D.
Roosevelt in the early years of his presidency. These were years of
growing world tension, with the preliminary shots of World War 1l being
fired as Japan took over Manchuria, Italy made Ethiopia an extension of
its new Roman Empire, and all the European great powers tried out
their new weaponry in Spain. The author argues that the department's
advice in this period actually led to unfortunate de



