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a more unified interpretation of sources of growth and stagnation. To
better understand the diversity of patterns of growth, we need to look
beyond the study of the industrialization of the core economies, and
explore the centuries before it occurred. Portuguese agriculture was
hardly ever at the European productivity and technological forefront
and the distance from it varied substantially across the second
Millennium. Yet if we look at the periods of the Christian Reconquista,
the recovery from the Black Death, the response to the globalization of
the Renaissance, to the eighteenth century economic enlightenment, or
to nineteenth century industrialization, we may conclude that
agriculture in this country of the European periphery was often adaptive
and dynamic. The fact that economic backwardness was not overcome
by the end of the period is no longer the most relevant aspect of that
story. Contributors are: Luciano Amaral, Amélia Branco, Dulce Freire,
António Henriques, Pedro Lains, Susana Münch Miranda, Margarida
Sobral Neto, Jaime Reis, Ana Maria Rodrigues, José Vicente Serrão and
Ester G. Silva.


