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Charter schools are among the most debated and least understood
phenomena in American education today. At the heart of these matters
is a contested question of accountability. To survive, charter schools
must make and keep promises about what students will experience and
learn under their purview. However, unlike public schools, charter
schools do not rely exclusively on their relationship with school
districts. They must also look to parents, teachers, and donors to
cooperatively establish expectations of a particular school and its
mission. Aimed toward elected officials, school reform activ
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