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This book presents a study of twelfth-century humanism seen as an
all-embracing discourse in which the human and the divine interact on
equal terms. The book focuses on a number of twelfth-century
intellectuals, especially Thierry of Chartres, Peter Abelard, William of
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Conches, Bernard Silvestris, and Alan of Lille. Defining characteristic of
their texts is the fact that God, nature and humanity enter into a
trialogue of sorts involving many disparate subjects and aiming to
bring out the archetypal relatedness of all kinds of knowledge with
respect to human nature. As the authors studied here engage the
divine and the universe in a joint conversation, the book ultimately
concentrates on trying both to understand its appeal and to explain its
subsequent demise.


