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In this third edition of the classic Verdi, renowned authority Julian
Budden offers a comprehensive overview of Verdi the man and the
artist, tracing his ascent from humble beginnings to the status of a
cultural patriarch of the new Italy, whose cause he had done much to
promote, and demonstrating the gradual enlargement over the years of
his artistic vision. This concise study is an accessible, insightful, and
engaging summation of Verdi scholarship, acquainting the non-
specialist with the personal details Verdi's life, with the operatic world
in which he worked, and with his political ideas,
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