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It is increasingly clear that, in order to understand language as a
phenomenon, we must understand the phenomenon of text. Our
primary experience of language comes in the form of texts, which
embody the complete communicative events through which our
language-using lives are lived. These events are shaped by
communicative needs, and this shaping is reflected in certain
characteristic patterns in the texts. However, the nature of texts and
text is still elusive: we know which forms are typically found in text but
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we do not yet have a full grasp of how they constitute its textuality,
how they make a text "tick". The twelve contributions to this volume
show how texts across a wide range of text types hold together by
different patterns of chunking and linking. The common purpose in all
the contributions is to explore the nature of text patterning as the
functional environment within which language operates.


