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From sentimental stories about polio to the latest cherub in hospital
commercials, sick children tug at the public's heartstrings. However
sick children have not always had adequate medical care or protection.
The essays in Children's Issues in Historical Perspective investigate the
identification, prevention, and treatment of childhood diseases from
the 1800's onwards, in areas ranging from French-colonial Vietnam to
nineteenth-century northern British Columbia, from New Zealand fresh
air camps to American health fairs. Themes include: the role of
government and/or the
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