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Anyone who is planning on carrying out research in South Asia or
indeed anyone who simply wishes to understand more about this
cultural heartland should read this book.It shows how geological
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movements moulded the land of this unique cradle and how they still
impact on it. Discussions are woven around the three major forces of
integration. These are 'identitive' forces - bonds of language, ethnicity,
religion or ideology; 'utilitarian' forces - bonds of common material
interest, and 'coercion' - the institutional use or threat of physical
violence. By studying these forces, Professor Chapman


