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A note on the texts -- The history -- Book | : The history of the first
settlement of Virginia, and the government thereof, to the present time
-- Book Il : The natural productions and conveniencies of the country,
suited to trade and improvement -- Book Ill : The native Indians, their
religion, laws, and customs, in war and peace -- Book 1V : The present
state of the country, as to the polity of the government, and the
improvements of the land.

Written and published in London in 1705, this was one of the earliest
printed English-language histories about North America by an author
born there. Robert Beverley was a scion of Virginia's planter elite,
ambitious and at odds with royal governors in the colony. As a native-
born American he provided English readers with the first full account of
the province's past, natural history, Indians, and current politics and
society. This new edition places the author and his book in the context
of the political and cultural issues of his day and explores the many
contradictions embedded in his narrative.






