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Offering a comprehensive overview of Puerto Rico's history and
evolution since the installation of U.S. rule, Ayala and Bernabe connect
the island's economic, political, cultural, and social past of residents of
the island as well as the many Puerto Ricans in the diaspora. The
authors discuss a wide range of topics, including literary and cultural
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debates and social and labor struggles that previous histories have
neglected. Ayala and Bernabe argue that the inability of Puerto Rico to
shake its colonial legacy reveals the limits of free-market capitalism.


