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The recent GATT agreement and the Biodiversity Convention have
moved intellectual property rights to the centre of South-North
relations. Decisions about intellectual property, particularly for plant
life,have major implications for food security, agriculture, rural
development,and the environment for every country in the South and
the North. For the South, in particular, the impact of intellectual
property on farmers, rural societies, and biological diversity will be
profoundly important.



