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Property Law and Social Morality develops a theory of property that
highlights the social construction of obligations that individuals owe
each other. By viewing property law through the lens of obligations
rather than through the lens of rights, the author affirms the existence
of important property rights (when no obligation to another exists) and
defines the scope of those rights (when an obligation to another does
exist). By describing the scope of the decisions that individuals are
permitted to make and the requirements of other-regarding decisions,
the author develops a single theory to explain the dynamics of private
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and common property, including exclusion, nuisance, shared decision
making, and decision making over time. The development of social
recognition norms adds to our understanding of property evolution,
and the principle of equal freedom underlying social recognition that
limit government interference with property rights.


