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Clothing was used in the Middle Ages to mark religious, military, and
chivalric orders, lepers, and prostitutes. The ostentatious display of
luxury dress more specifically served as a means of self-definition for
members of the ruling elite and the courtly lovers among them. In
Courtly Love Undressed, E. Jane Burns unfolds the rich display of costly
garments worn by amorous partners in literary texts and other cultural
documents in the French High Middle Ages. Burns "reads through
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clothes" in lyric, romance, and didactic literary works, vernacular
sermons, and sumptuary laws to show how courtly attire is used to
negotiate desire, sexuality, and symbolic space as well as social class.
Reading through clothes reveals that the expression of female desire,
so often effaced in courtly lyric and romance, can be registered in the
poetic deployment of fabric and adornment, and that gender is often
configured along a sartorial continuum, rather than in terms of
naturally derived categories of woman and man. The symbolic
identification of the court itself as a hybrid crossing place between
Europe and the East also emerges through Burns's reading of literary
allusions to the trade, travel, and pilgrimage that brought luxury cloth
to France.
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Warning to the dragon -- All the kings of the earth shall prayse thee --
Woe to the house.
Little is known of the upbringing of Lady Eleanor Davies, what is known
is that her life was mired in both flamboyant personal conflict and in
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the notoriety of the Castlehaven scandal (resulting in the execution of
her brother), and that her writings were embroiled in political affairs.
Married in 1609 to Sir John Davies, her husband tried to discourage her
prophetic writing and burned her early treatises. Her second husband,
Sir Archibald Douglas was equally critical. Once free from the
censorship of her husbands, her prophetic career spanned the years
between 1625 and 1652. During that time she published some 69
treatises, spent years in prison, and some time in Bedlam, and made
astonishing predictions on a wide range of subjects. Viewed as both an
inspired seer and a mad 'ladie' by her contemporaries, Lady Eleanor has
received a great deal of scholarly attention, not least of all because of
her densely allusive and complex prose style. Reproduced here is the
1625 treatise A Warning to the Dragon and all his Angels which is a
classic example of the kind of apocalyptic writing that predominates in
late-sixteenth- and early-seventeenth-century England. All the kings
of the earth shall prayse thee (1633) is one of three texts that Lady
Eleanor had printed in Amsterdam and is an exegetical treatise on the
visions of Daniel. Woe to the House (1633) is the first of Lady Eleanor's
four treatises that defended the innocence of her brother, Mervin
Touchet.


