1. Record Nr.

Autore
Titolo

Pubbl/distr/stampa
ISBN

Edizione
Descrizione fisica
Collana

Disciplina
Soggetti

Lingua di pubblicazione
Formato

Livello bibliografico
Note generali

Nota di bibliografia
Nota di contenuto

Sommario/riassunto

UNINA9910824431103321
Wesling Donald

Joys and sorrows of imaginary persons : (on literary emotions) / /
Donald Wesling

Amsterdam ; ; New York, NY, : Rodopi, 2008

94-012-0579-5
1-4356-4111-6

[1st ed.]
1 online resource (222 p.)
Consciousness, literature & the arts ; ; 16

809/.93353

Emotions in literature
Senses and sensation in literature

Inglese

Materiale a stampa

Monografia

Description based upon print version of record.
Includes bibliographical references and index.

Preliminary Material -- On Literary Emotions -- Joys and Sorrows of
Imaginary Persons -- A Feeling of and, a Feeling of if : Emotion as
Relation -- A Theory of Literary Emotion -- Pity, Fear, and Arrangement
in W.C. Williams and Shakespeare -- The Wide Net of Storytelling --
The Story of One Story -- A Role for Literature -- Bibliography --

Index.

Joys and Sorrows of Imaginary Persons is a literary approach to
consciousness where Donald Wesling denies that emotion is the
scandal or handmaid of reason—rather emotion is the co-creator with
reason of human life in the world. Discoveries in heuro-science in the
1990's Decade of the Brain have proven that thinking and feeling are
wrapped with each other, and regulate and fulfill each other. Accepting
this co-creative equality, we reveal a new role for literature, or a
traditional role we've repressed: literature as a set of processes in time
where we’ve thought feeling through stories about the lives of
imaginary persons. We need these stories in order to practice emotions
for when we return to the world from reading. Donald Wesling argues
that to be more accurate in our dealings with stories, we require a
grammar of this new recognition, where we build up traditional
stylistics by a more careful tracking of emotion-states as these are set
into writing. The first half of Joys and Sorrows of Imaginary Persons
offers a creative stock-taking of the current state of scholarship on



emotion, based on wide reading in several fields. The second half gives
three focused studies, rich in examples, of emotion as cognition, as
story, and as historical structure of feeling.



