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This ambitious work explores the vexed connections among nation
building, ethnic identity, and regional conflict by focusing on a specific
event: Indian political and military intervention in the ethnic conflict
between the Sinhalese and Tamils in Sri Lanka. Postcolonial Insecurities
counters the perception of "ethnicity" as an inferior and subversive
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principle compared with the progressive ideal of the "nation." Krishna,
in fact, shows ethnicity to be indispensable to the production and
reproduction of the nation itself.


