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9 The Future

The perfect primer for both the layperson and the engineer, for the new
hire and the old hand, describing, in easy-to-understand language,
one of the biggest and most lucrative industries in the world. There is
only one substance known to mankind that can cause wars, influence
global economies, and make entire countries rich: petroleum. One
teaspoon of the stuff carries enough energy to power a ton truck up a
hill. It's in the news every single day, it influences our lives in ways that
we cannot fathom, and it is the most important commodity in the
world. But how much does the average


