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'Social construction' is a central metaphor in contemporary social
science, yet it is used and understood in widely divergent and indeed
conflicting ways by different thinkers. Most commonly, it is seen as
radically opposed to realist social theory. Dave Elder-Vass argues that
social scientists should be both realists and social constructionists and
that coherent versions of these ways of thinking are entirely compatible
with each other. This book seeks to transform prevailing
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understandings of the relationship between realism and
constructionism. It offers a thorough ontological analysis of the
phenomena of language, discourse, culture and knowledge, and shows
how this justifies a realist version of social constructionism. In doing
so, however, it also develops an analysis of these phenomena that is
significant in its own right.
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Sommario/riassunto This book studies algebraic representations of graphs in order to
investigate combinatorial structures via local symmetries. Topological,
combinatorial and algebraic classifications are distinguished by
invariants of polynomial type and algorithms are designed to determine
all such classifications with complexity analysis. Being a summary of
the author's original work on graph embeddings, this book is an
essential reference for researchers in graph theory. ContentsAbstract
GraphsAbstract MapsDualityOrientabilityOrientable MapsNonorientable
MapsIsomorphisms of MapsAsymmetrizationAsymmetrized Petal
BundlesAsymmetrized MapsMaps within SymmetryGenus
PolynomialsCensus with PartitionsEquations with PartitionsUpper Maps
of a GraphGenera of a GraphIsogemial GraphsSurface Embeddability


