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In the fifty years following the Revolution, America's population nearly
quadrupled, its boundaries expanded, industrialization took root in the
Northeast, new modes of transportation flourished, state banks
proliferated and offered easy credit to eager entrepreneurs, and
Americans foundthemselves in the midst of an accelerating age of
individualism, equality, and self-reliance. To the Jacksonian generation,
it seemed as if their world had changed practically overnight. The
Politics of Individualism looks at the political manifestations of these
staggering social transformations.  During the 1


